PERSONS AND POLITICS
opinions which interviewers have published as
the Major's pronouncements on current politics.
For one thing, interviewers in the Near East
resemble those in the Far West (and every-
where between) in their readiness to put words
in the mouths of men reluctant to talk. In the
second, it is possible that, jealous of his
popularity, Enver Bey has now and again been
moved to say the pleasant thing. There are
moments in this renascent Turkey when the
bare, unvarnished truth is unpopular.
It is, indeed, to his frankness in criticising
his countrymen that we must attribute the
small part played in public affairs by Prince
Sabaheddin. At one time he looked like assum-
ing the leadership of affairs, and one of these days
he may yet do so, but he has played the part of
candid friend too often to please the Turks, and
his honest criticism has not been welcomed by a
nation that was first patted on the back by
Europe for its orderly Revolution, and that has
since patted its own back when the praise from
outside grew fainter. Though earnestly attached
to the popular cause, Prince Sabaheddin is twice
related to the reigning family. His patriotic
father, Damad Mahmoud Pacha, was the son of
a widow of Sultan Mahmoud, and his mother
was a sister of Abd~ul-Hamid. Damad Mahmoud,
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